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o ESTING DEBATE. 
"riday, 291 » ee had the pleasure ofat- 
debate hlwresa brocfite:y . J. Reese ‘and 

a Mr. Millard, of the Christian coane It was 
held at the’ Chfistian wibéting rorroke” a 
field, and attended by a respectable’ ‘per- 
sons of various persuasions; the mosi df whom evin- 
ced a good degree of attention, and appeared to take 
an interest in the important subject discussed.— 
The meeting was opened with aprayer ‘by brother 
C. G Persotis, which breathed the spirit of ebris- “ly: 
tian kindness and love. Then followed the imerest- 
ing discourse of brother “the delice of}; 
which oecupied about two rs.” Our esteemed | 
young brother will pardonews for saying, ‘that’ the 
whole of hi rse, manner and deportment, evin- 
ced that ‘spirit, whi hor to the 
christian p 


dar, are § ap 


then those who listened ‘to his defence ave 
pleased and instructed by it, We forbear tala 
ay thing-bo the merit of thé discourse, sined! om 
peters Sete 2p nba om ; 
to have it Jaid before the public. We were 
sion Whose who felt anixiobe to ave i ted, and 
it is believed, that our readers will be ing to give 
fag attentive and iprayerfal perusal. 
« Flavi (bus much in. commendation of the’ 


producti or Reese, i 
some notice will be taken of the reply of his opponent. 


B ‘possession. of minutes of the reply we 
mute Jpuseaen of it when the discourse is 
F ed : suffice it toay, that a more striking con- 


not be imagined, then was exhibited between } 


rties, We hope that prejudice bas nothing to 
ith our opinion, We feel no enthity towards 
” Mer, Millard : but we pily him and all those who 
dould listen with pleasure'to the reply. Being deter- 
mined to give a fair and candid statement of it we 
shall add no more at this time on the subject.» The 
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to consider other passages résembling the one 
selected, and thought to favor the same hypoth- 
esis. 

Before I definitely approach the particular 
subject in dispute, I will make a few strictures 
on the propriety and simplicity of the moral 
government of the Deity, according to reason | 
and revelation. 

1st. Why the almighty should create a world 
and countless millions of intelligent beings 
jherein has caused no one to stumble, nor cal- 
led <py sage mind to explain, who believes in 
revealed truth. ‘The reason is obvious. For 
if God possess all vossible perfections, as_na- 
ture, scripture, and reosou aver, he must be in- 
finitely good, and therefore the greatest possi- 
ble good of his creatures, in the end, must have 
been his design in creating them, and could not 
have been otherwise. For if the least evil was 
désigned for its sake, to last endlessly, and.af- 





watch in vain; so, if God had not moved the 
hearts of the people as the trees of the wood 
are moved, the voice would have cried jn the 
wilderness ‘with but little effect. It is astonish. 
ing that any should imbibe a sentiment that 
should urge the necessity of supposing that an 
all wise being should have no particular plan or 


| designs whatever, relating to the final end of 


création 3 yet this is the inevitable resuit of the 
notion Fam examining. For you will perceive, 
that when there are no determined, fixed, or 
settled means there can be no determined, fz. 
ed, or settled ends in view, as there can be no 
ends without means, to effect them. We should 
regard the man as insane, who should expect 
to erect an edifice or piece of machinery, with 
out the necessary means, tools and materials, 
The apostle says that Christ must reign till he 
shall have put all enemies under his feet ; and 
finally deliver the kingdom to the Father, tha 


fect any of his rational pfigpring, it never can be ' God may be allin all. But unless the Almigh. 
shewn that the Deity is ipfinitely good. Being | ty have fixed and determined the events by 
infinitely wise, and all his works being known | proportioning the means to the end, and infall. 
to him from the foundation of the world, he | bly securing the end by the means, we have no 
could not fail of concerting the best possible | evidence that it will ever take place. If we 
plans to grasp all the glorious intentions of un- | admit the notion £ am reviewing, we know not 
bounded love, and his power being almighty, | but the race of man have continued hundreds of 
he cannot avoid carrying into successful opera- | years longer on the earth than the Almighty 


tion and final and glorious completion the in- 
finite désigns, and plans of his love and wis- 
dom. Should the unblushing assumption be, 
that the Deity will be as much glorified in the 
endless damnation of a part of his creatures, as 


in the immortal felicity of the whole, it will be 
enough to answer that scripture, reason, and 
the fitness of things, all combine to explode the 


unreasonable dogma. Should it again be said, 
that the Deity did not originally design to 
damn any, but leaves them to themselves to go 
on in sin and damn themselves, in endless ruin, 
you must all perceive that this will not mend 
the matter, I would humbly ask, “ did not his 
eye rule all things, and the least of our con- 
cerns, since from the least the greatest often o- 
figinate?” It will not be denied, that God de- 
clared the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times, the things which are not yet 
done, saying, my counsels shall stand and I) 
will do all my pleasure. It will not be deni-- 
ed, that uz told the idolatrous Israelites of ; 





designed they should. But farther, Jesus knew 
the thoughts of his enemies, and predicted 
vents, yet, he is believed to be inferior to the 
Father. The Psalmist expressly says the uo- 
derstanding of the Deity is infinite, which must 
include all possible understanding; and Paul 
says he works all things after the counsel of his 
own will. I have then to ask, did the Allwise 
know, infallibly, when he brought us into exist- 
ence, whether we would be ultimately happy 
or miserable? And if he knew at that time, 
did he not know before our existence? He 
must have known one or the other, and that 
knowledge must have been infallible. If he 
then knew, that we would be endlessly happy, 
did he not know the means that would conduce 
tothatend? And if he knew we would be 
endlessly miserable, is it possible for us to be 
delivered from such misery. For if there isa 
possibility of escape, then he did not know the 
means of that escape, and hence could not have 
known infallibly. It is, however, commonly 


things, before they came to pass, lest they ' said,’ that God knows all things, but that does 
should say, their idols had done them. It will | notrender the things certain. That he knew who 
not be denied, that the prophets were moved to | would’be happy, and who would be miserable, 
speak, minutely, and-accurately, of things, hun- | but that does not make the result definitely cer- 
dreds of years before they took place, They | tain. Suppose one should take an unloaded 
announced the coming of the Messiah, and, pistol, and teach a child to prepare the piece, 
that the pleasure of the Lord should pros- | point it to its vitals, and d:aw the trigger; and 
per in his hands. But could the variety of | repeat this by the suggestions of its impious 
causes which were to contribute to the prosper- | teacher, until proof arose to a moral certainty, 
ity of the Redeemer’s kingdom escape the eye | that ifthe pistol was charged, the unsuspecting 
of Omnipotence? The coming of the harbin-| innocent would pursue the lesson it had been 
ger of Christ was announced several, hundred | tanght!! He charges the piece, puts it inte 
years before he came, and, that he should turn | the hand of the child, whe continues its play, 
the hearts of the fathers to their children, and | and the end is death!! But would it do for this 
the. hearts of the children to their fathers, But | destroyer to say, though he knew the child 
as, if the Lord keep not the city the watchmen | would kill itself, that did not argue the certain 
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ty of the event? Yet even here there was a 
possibility of a failure, by the interposition of 
Heaven. Hence, all human knowledge is fal- 
lible. Then look how odious this monstrous 
supposition would render the best of beings! ! 
I am aware it will be said, this makes God the 
author of sin; to which I reply, 1. that, as the 
Deity spoke into existence a race of imperfect 
beings,he could not expect perfection,from them, — 
2. It is infinitely more to the honor of the Dei- | 
‘ Sposer of all things, sin not excepted, 

than to say that he would have prevented sin, | 
but could not, or that he could have prevented | 
it, notwithstanding, it would be an endless det- 

riment to a great part of the human race, but 
toould not. But 8. It is not allowed that the 
Deity is the author of sin as sin, or in other 
words that he permits it for its sake ; but that 
as the iniquities of the house of Israel should 
correct them, and their backslidings reprove 
them, so the counteracting laws of heavenly 
wisdom will “ disappoint the effects of every 
vice,” and over-rule all things in the universe 
for good. No act, either good or evil, can, by 
fallible mortals, be deemed absolutely necessa- 
ry, until such act is done; and then, not be- 
cause the act is good or evil in itself, but be- 
cause Of the ultimate good to arise from that 
act which is freyuently to us unknown ; as in 
the case of the brethren of Joseph, and the 
Jews for crucifying their Messiah. Now admit- 
ting the infinite rule of the Deity, yet denying 
that sin will finally be over-ruled for good, 
(which, however would be a flat contradiction) | 
we should involuntarily be led to ask why were | 
there not different objects presented, and differ- | 
ent motives produced, that different acts may 
have been performed ? for surely our heavenly 
Father is capable of doing all this? But to 
him who thus queries the question of holy writ 
must be conspicuous, “* Who art thou that re- 
pliest against God? Shall the thing formed 
say to him that formed it why hast thou made me 
thus?” The pious and devout christian who 
can see that his former errors have been a 
means in the divine hand to correct him, and 
by the reading or ministry of the sacred word 
been led by the same unerring hand in the 
faith which works by love and purifies the 
heart, feels to bow before his Maker with rev- 
erence, ‘ worship and adore ;’ and is moved by 
an impulse of heavenly love to use the means 
by which he was called from his wanderings, to 
place his unenlightened brethren in the paths 
of virtue and truth. He claims no honor or 
renown to himself, but renders all the glory 
and the praise to God alone, “ Manis endow- 
ed, not only with the faculties of sensatiom and 
thought, but with the powers of distinguishing 
between the rectitude and immorality of con- 
duct. He is capable of understanding his ob- 
ligations and the ground of them, Certain ac- 
tions appear to him to be good; cthers he res 
gards as evil: The performance of the one is 








attended with a consciousness that he has asiea’ 


right, and excites the sensation of happiness ; 
the performance of the other is attended witb 
an inward conviction that he has acted wrong, 
and produces misery. All this takes place in a 
fixed, and invariable manner, according to cer- 
tain laws which are termed principles of his na- 
ture, and the faculty on which his diserimina- 
tion and feeling depend, suchis termed his mor- 
al nature, 

“ Now it is obvious, that, to a certain extent, 


| a being thus endowed, may be governed exactly 


in the same manner as a creature who possesses 
only an animal nature. In him, as well as in 
the mere animal, sensations will be excited 
by the external circumstances in which he is 
placed. In him too, a particular sensation will 
excite a particular volition; but the exercise of 
this volition will be attended with a result 
which is never found in the animal; with a 
consciousness that he has acted well or ill; 
witha feeling of approbation or disapprobation ; 
with a sensation of happiness or misery, aris- 
ing purely from tlie act itself. This train of 
sensation becomes itself a new source of ac- 
tion: but it arises according to certain fixed 
laws, and operates as steadily as any other prin- 
ciple of his nature, or as any law of the mater- 
ial world. He, therefore, who understands 
this nature, who knows how every circumstance 
will affect this moral agent, and who has a sov- 
ereign control over events, can govern hin 
with the same steadiness with which he regu- 
lates the animal or natural world: can make 
him at all times feel, and think,and act, as may 
be necessary to carry on the great design of 
his administration, without violating any of the 
priaciples of his nature. By adapting the par- 
ticular situation in which he is placed fo the 
particular state of his mind, he can excite what- 
ever voliticn, and secure whatever action he 
pleases. What is maintained, thep, is that, 
with respect to every individual in the world, 
there is this exact adaptation of circumstances 
to his temper, his habits, his wants, so that 
while he is left to the full and free exercise of 
every faculty he possesses,he can feel and act,on- 
ly as the sovereign of the universe appoints ; be- 
cause the circumstances which excite his sen- 
sations and volitions are determined by him, 
It is not just to suppose that the Deity exercises 
any such control over his creatures, as to force 
them to act contrary to their will, or to violate 
any principle of their nature; they always act, 
and must act, according to their will, aud in 
conformity to their nature; but at the same 
time, he secures his own purpose, by placing 
them in circumstances which so operate D 
their nature, as certainly to induce the conduct 
he requires,” to result in the end in the accom- 
plishment of the best purpose. : 
2d. The propriety of calling the Jews from 
bondage in Egypt, and leaving all the Gentile 
nations destitute of the knowledge of the law, 
during the period of above fifteen hundred 
years, while the purposes of the first coverant™ 
were to be fulfi by the agency of the Is- 
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raelites, requires no extraordinary sagacity to 
explain. The circumstances of the case plain- 
ly show the reason why it should so have been. 

he Jews were a tenacious people and very 
jealous of innovation, From their venerable 
ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 
were induced to revive and hold with uncom- 
mon geal, the traditions concerning them To 
these three venerable patriarchs had been ex- 
hibited, particular marks of divine interposi- 
tion and favor, which were recorded. The 
Gentiles could trace no such origin, hence they 
were differently disposed, having no such in- 
duccements. From which it is evident that 
the circumstances of the Jews were exactly 
fitted to the station they were designed to fill, 
aud the part they were called to act. Fo> this 
same zeal for their tradition and fathers, in the 
end, proved their blindness, when the Messiah 
came, which was also according to the appoint- 
ment of God, that salvation might come to the 
Gentiles. 

3d. It requires no uncommon stretch of 

though:, to discover why the Jews were blind- 
' as the sacred text fully testifies the reason. 
ies, the Jews were they who procured the 
of che Messiah, which was the means 
ug life and immortality to light, in the 
-cuvineing manner. Now if the Jews bad 
their Messiah they would not have cru- 

iim; the Sanhedrim would not have con- 

bim. But “ O fools and slow of heart 

Jl that the Prophets have spoken. 

not Christ to have suffered these things 
exter into his glory %” The Jews cruci- 
tim with wigked hands, and to them the 
wes sin 3 because, bad asthey were, they 
id pot approve the act in itself, as their mo- 

13 to quell what they supposed a growing 

iz. the abrogation of their venerated 

nd -heir temple worship. Now the in- 

uof infinite wisdom in all this was good, 

by those dark and then mystertous means 

'fecet his bevevolent purposes. The 

rved and received punishment, be- 

alc do them good. But if it would 

ssethem ao good in any respect, it 

» ve teen cruel to have punished them. 

the .deas cow advanced will not be dis- 

> facis aburd.otly show that they were 

vd. Moreover, Peer says they did these 

tunes through ignorance, and Jesus himself, 
says, -hey knew vot what they did. 

I heve msde the foregoing observations, as a 
preliminary, to lead the mind to a more mys- 
tertwus providence. I have perambulated the 
daik path of mysterious events, and found 
some gleanings of hope amid the storms and 
thueders of »pparent wrath and destruction, 
anc feel no dismay in approaching a subject, 
which is believed by some, to be fraught with 
infinitely more direful consequences. That 
subject isa judgment in a future and spiritual 
niode of being. When it is supposed that con- 
gregated worlds will flock to the tribunal of 
heaven and receive a final doom!! Wher 
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millions, multiplied into millions, of wretehed 
souls who have been rolling and writhing jn 
agony of the most excruciating kind, for thoy. 
sands of years, shall be called forth from the 
pit where they had been fixed by a most right. 
eous sentence to be judged!!! When count. 
less throngs of the heavenly hosts shall lover 
round the standard of eternal justice to meer 
with abominable fiends, and infernaly > by 
judged!!! O my God! Whatis all this fort 
We have traced thy providence in ! 
mysterious rounds, and havé found thee ‘alj > 
propitious, but here thy mercies fall! @* 
then, let me ask what is all this for? Remeth. 
ber, it is believed, that the fate of every ac- 
countable being is irreversibly fixed at death! 
May the wicked then indulge any hope of a re- 
lease from their torment, by being acquitted at 
this judgment? No, it is replied. Js there 
cause to fear, that the righteous will be damned 
to unending woe at this judgment? No, it's 
replied. For if either is to be apprehended, 
then, there must have been some in hell who 
ought to have been in heaven, and some in hea. 
ven who ought to have been in hell; and some 
righteous and wicked in both heaven and hell! 
A change of circumstances, then, of the righ- 
teous and the wicked, cannot be expected as a 
result of this trial, for the different characters 
were perceived to be righteous or wicked, ins 
nocent or guilty, at death, and their fates were 
unalterably determined and fixed, at that time, 
What, then, can be the object of this judgment} 
It cannot be to judge any, for we fiad that all 
are judged at death. It ought not, therefore, 
to be called a judgment, as it cannot be pre- 
tended that any one will be tried. Shall we 
call it a convocation? Fo: what are they con- 
voked from heaven and hell? We have seen 
it is not to change the places. of the righteous 
and the wicked. The only alternative tha! 
now remains to be made, and a miserable one 
we shall find st to be, is, that at this universal 
concourse, there is to be a re-union cf soul and 
body, and thea the arbiter will dispose of the 
righteous and the wicked, in.,those bodies, in 
the form of a judgment. All this, however, is 
not to ascertain matter of fact, for this the 
judge, the proper personto be informed at 4 
trial, could not beignorant of. Will the saints 
on their accession to these bodies be more hap- 
py or the sinners more miserable? If the lat- 
ter, it must be a fiend-like nature that would 
render their state less tolerable than it had 
been, and is repugnant to the character of him 
who is good to all and whose tender mercies 
are over all his works, But unhfippily, all this 
is taken for granted, on the bare authority of 
the corrupters of christianity in the middle cen- 
turies. Fi or the doctrine of endless misery had 
not an existence in the world, sooner than four 
or five hundred years after Christ, out of whsch 
notion, together with the profound ignorance of 
the people, and ‘the fruitful source of oo 
genius, which was always capable of supplying 
the world with mysteries, grew the doctrine o 
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a future judgment, The resurrection of this 
mortal body is no where asserted in scripture 
and it is equally opposed by analogy and reason. 
But on the contrary it is said “ that if our earthly 


house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, an house not made 
with hands eternal in the heavens ; for in this 
* we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
with our house which is from heaven.”— 


e be says, that seed sown is not quicken- 


ex 
ody 


# it die ; and that we do not sow. that 
shall be, if the new and spiritual body 


po ag Fise not when this mortal body dies, we have 


no right to expect any such event. But scrip- 
ture andanalogy hath proved sucha resurrection. 
And Iam authorised to say, that those who 
pass untaught, from this, to a new mode of exis- 
tence, can die no more for they are children of 
God, being the children of the resurrection, 
and will rise from glory to glory, even by the 
‘spirit ofthe Lord, But the scriptures are silent 
as toalocal heaven, as this would also suppose 
alocal Deity, and set bounds to celestial im- 
provement. 

Will it be said, after all, that, it must needs 
be we have a general judgment in another 
world, because the scriptures speak of one ? 
Hoping that you will keep in mind what has al- 
ready been said, I pass to notice what the scrip- 
tures say on the subject, and shall consider the 
various texis where the phrase “the day of 

_ judgment.” occurs. In doing this we shall not 
decline using the language of authors where it 
expresses the sentiment to be defined in a clear 
and convincing manner. And if it shall be 
made to appear that the texts where the very 
language occurs, that is with confidence quoted 


and Gomorrah when God destroyed them. J 
beg it may be noticed here, that the punish- 
ment of the cities of the plain, is not here con- 
trasted with the punishment of all the wicked, 
but only with that city which rejected the mi- 
nistry of theapostles. - But all know that this is 
generalized and applied to all the wicked at | 
the day of judgment. 

3d. To what period then is reference made 
by the phrase, the day of judgmemt? In ane 
swer to this let it be observed, that the Greek 
phrase en hemera kriseos, is simply aday of 
judgment and not as in our common version, 
the day of judgment. This we thiok will not 
be controverted. This remark applies to ali 
the passages in which this phrase oceurs. The 
Greek expression, is uniformly the same in all 
the texts, with only one exception, which will 
be noticed in its place. Precisely the same 
expression is onge used in the Greek version 
of the Seventy, Prov. vi. 34. * For jealousy is 
the rage of aman; therefore he will not spare 
in the day of vengeance,’ en hemera kriscos. 
But who ever supposed, that this expression re- 
| ferred to aday of general judgment af the end 
of this world, and that a jealous man would 
| not spare when it arrived? Its meaning here 
{needs no comment. I may just notice, that 
the same word rendered judgment inthe passa- 
ges of the New Testament, isin this place trans- 
lated vengeance. The question then is, what 
day of judgment did our Lord refer to? It 
will be answered the day of judgment at the 
end of thisworld. But I ask, where is the 
proof of this? The Greek phrase forbids such 
an interpretation. The same expression in 
the Seventy forbids it; the comtext of the 








to prove a judgment, in another world, prove | passage forbids ii ; the contrast hetween the 
no such thing, it will be perceived that all the cities, who rejected the apostles, and cities of 
texts in the bible, which are thought to favor the | the plain forbids it : and nothing that I can per 
same hypothesis, may be reasonably and analog- | ceive, is in its-favor, but the assumed popular 
ically explained to refer to no such event, espe- | sense which people have attached to this ex- 
cially, as it appears evident that no valuable pression, A day of judgment was coming on 
purpose is to be answered by such judgment. | the Jewish ration, The day of vengeance 
“ The first place then, where the expression, | when all things which were written were fulfil- 
‘the day of judgment’ occurs is, Matt, x. 15,\led. A day when all the righteous blood shed 
Verily 1 say unto you, it shall be more tolera-| upon the earth came on that generation. A 
ble for Sodom and Gomorah in the day of judg- | day of vengeance or judgment, the like had nev- 
ment (en hemera kriseds) than for that city.’|er been, nor again shall be ; and unless the 
Mark vi. 11. is the parallel text which I need | Lord had shortened it, no flesh covld have been 


not quote. On these passages, let it be re- 
marked. 

1st. That these words were addressed by our 
Lord to the twelve apostles when he commis- 
sioned them to preach and to work miracles 
in his name. It is plainly supposed, that some 
of the cities to which they might go to preach 
and work miracles, would not receive them. 
In this case, when they departed, they were 


saved, A day in which it was more tolerable for 
| Sodom and Gomorrah than for the city that 
rejected the apostles. AsJerusalem, their capy 
ital city, was the chief in their rejection of 
Christ andMhose whom he sent, so here his _vi- 
als of vengeance were chiefly poured out. This 
viow of the subject is then in agreement with 
the fact. Besides, it is one temporal judg- 





'ment contrasted with another. 


But the com- 


to shake off the dust of their feet against them, | mon view of the expression the day of judg- 


verse 14. The ministry of the apostles, dur- | ment, 


is contrasting a temporal punishment 


ing our Lord’s life, let it be remembered, was with an eternal one, and one in this world, with 


exclusively confined to the Jows. 


2d. The punishment of the city which did | 


Dot receive them, was to be more severe in the 


day of judgment, than that which befel Sodom j 


one in the world to come. We are aware of 
the objection likely to be made here. ‘It is 
not said it was more tolerable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah, but it shali b¢ more tolerable for Sod- 
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em and Gomorrah in the day of judgment re- 
fering to a future punishment yet to be suffered. 
To save time and room we refer to the next 

ssage, with others for an answer to this ob- 
Fesion. 


Matt. xi. 20—25. isjthe next passage. “ Then 
began he to upbraid the cities wherein most 
ef his mighty works had been done because 
they repented not. Woe unto thee Chorazin | 
Woe unto thee Bethsaida! for if the mighty 
works which were done in you, had been done 
in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
tong ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say 
unto you, it shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon at the day of judgment (en hemera 

riseos) than for you. And thou, Capernaum, 
which art exalted unto heaven shalt be bro’t 
down to hell ; for if the mighty works which 
have been done in thee, had been done in So- 
dom, it would have remainéd until this day. 
But I say unto you, that it shall be more toler- 
able for the land of Sodom in the day of judg- 
ment (en hemera kriseos ) than for thee.” Alt 
will perceive, that the remarks on the last pas- 
sage equally apply here. The Greek phrase 
is the same. Chorazin, Bethsaida and Caper- 
naum,. cities highly favored with our Lord’s 
preaching and miracles, are upbraided with 
their unbelief and rejection of him. Tyre, 


Sidon and Sodom, are here contrasted with 
those cities. 


The contrast as in the last text, is not be- 


tween the punishment of Tyre, Sidon and Sod- 
om, at the day of judgment, and all wicked men, 
but, between those cities and the . cities which 
had been favored with our Lord’s ministry.— 
The punishment, as in the former text, was to 
be more tolerable for the former than the latter. 
As the spiritual advantages had been greater, 
the punishment would be more severe.— 
The same advantages would have produced re- 
pentance in the people, and saved Tyre, Si- 
don, and Sodom from the judgment of God 
which cameupon them, The passage contains 
a prediction of what would be the fate of the 
cities which saw his mighty works but repent- 
ed not, at a day of judgment when it came upon 
them. What this day of judgment is we have 
seen from the last passage, and need not be a- 
gain repeated, It is very evident from the 
context of both passages, that our Lord’s dis- 
course had a particular reference to the Jewish 
nation, and to these cities in which the gospel 
of the kingdom was preached and miracles per- 
formed, but were both rejected by the people. 
The objection stated on the last passage bears 
equally against the one before us which I shall 
pow attempt to consider. It is this ; ‘It is not 
said it was more tolerable for Sodom, &c. but 
it shall be more tolerable for Sodom! and Go- 
morrahi in the day of judgment, This objec- 
tion, agen with > a article, has led 
le to conclude, that! the day’ of judgment 
enh to the end’of'the world. ib 
€To be Continued: ) 


The following communication and the letter tg 
which it alludes, are published with a view to cal) the 
attention of the public to a subject of imporiance, 
As the letter was evidently dictated by a spirit of 
charity, it requiresa reply; and if the gentleman to 
whom it was addressed, thinks proper to reply,the col- 
umns of this payer are open, as well to him as to any 
otier person. As there is no unreasonable principle 
of exclasion in the management of this Paper, we 
hope that no motives of policy will prevent Mr. meg 
from communicating whatever can be sdi@-aidpreply 
to the charge prefered against him in his minslerial 
capacity. Editor. 

STRANGE NOTICE. 
FOR THE GOSPTL ADVOCATE. 

Mr. Everett.—We beg leave to inform 
the public through the medium of your paper, 
that a few weeks since, tlie presbyterian preach- 
er at Westfield Village, publicly gave notice 
from his pulpit, and afterwards renewed it af 
the close ofa funeral discourse in a school 
house, that he would not henceforth leave his 
church and congregation to attend funerals on 
Sunday, when they interfered with his regular 
hours of preaching. 

This singular course in the reverend gentle- 
man excited surprise and dissatisfaction among 
the people of his neighborhood, and a respectful 
private letter was addressed tothe preacher, in 
order to obtain some kind of satisfaction respec- 
ting the matter. But as it is now six weeks 
since the letter was handed to him, and no sort 
of reply or vindication is offered ; and as we 
| think it an outrage on the feelings of the peo- 
| ple in this community which ought not to be 
‘thus passed over in silence, we here inclose 
| you a copy of the letter ; and if you should not 
| deem it improper for publication, we wish you 
| to insert it in the Advocate, together with any 
editorial remarks you my think proper to make 
thereon. 

And we would again call upon Mr. Oakes to 
reply : for we think that he ought to explain 
or apologize to the public for his conduct in 
this singular affair.—Yours, &c. 

D. KNIGHT. 


Portlanll, Aug. 12th, 1826. 

Rev. Isaac Oakes,—Dear Sir, it is with dif- 
fidence that I address you; but the subject 
that calls from me this communication has caus- 
ed me much anxiety, and my acighbors gener- 
ally manifest more than ordinary feeling rela- 
tive to it: Lallude tothe public notice giveh 
out by you that you will not attend funerals on 
Sunday when they interfere with your stated 
hours of preaching. 

Perhaps it may be said that’as I do not be 
lieve all your doctrine, do not constantly at- 
tend your meeting and do not assist in support 
ing’'you, that I have no right to meddle with 
or say any thing’about your official practice.— 
But as I reside in'a commanity where the in- 
fluence of your ministerial labors are felt'and 
acknow , and where-tkat infiiettce'to 2 
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vertain degree has a salutary effect upon those 
who are within its reach, and particularly, so 
far as myself and family are concerned, I be- 
lieve I have aright in common with the rest 
of my fellow citizens to animadvert on the public 
acts and declarations of any man. or number of 
men. And I wouldin like manner hold my- 
self amenable, and do solicit the reproofs and 
admonitions of others. I shall therefore pro- 
ceed to*make a few remarks, and suggest a 

queries for your consideration ; and if you 
Pham ke ie me too humble and remote for 
“your*noticé, I solicit a reply. 

From my. youth up I have been taught to 
consider it a duty devolving on me as a christ- 
jan to assist at all times in performing the last 
act of humanity for our fellow beings, and un- 
less I have a mistaken view of the christian re- 
ligion, I shall regulate my practice by those 
early impressions, 

A public declaration from you that you will 
not attend funerals on Sunday, appears to me 
singular and extraordinary ; and permit me to 
ask if this ground is not entirely new and un- 
precedented in this age of civilization? And 
is it not av invovatio.. in the long established 
rules and humane customs of civilized and re- 
fined society ? 

Is it not our duty as good members of socie- 
ty, to visitthe sick ; and when our great Cre- 
ator in his wisdom shall see fit to call any of 
us from this life, shall we refuse to perform the 
Jast act of kindness which one human being can 
do for another because the funeral does not 
eome on the right day to suit our convenience ? 
Shall any of us presume to dictate to the Au- 
thor of ail when death shall enter the door of 
our neighbor, or on what day of the week a 
funeral’ may be best‘attended? I think Sir 
on reflection you will agree with me and an- 
swer these questions in the negative. 

I acknowledge that your vocation as a cler- 
gyman requires your attention to your charge, 
but does that lessen any obligation you owe to 
your neighbor as a man and a citizen? Do not 
the moufning friends of the deceased need the 
prayers.and consolations, of the pious, and 
the comforts of the gospel, in such trying 
scenes more than any ether people ? 

Js it not your.duty Sir, as a minister of the 
gospel, to soothe and comfort those who mourn 
the loss of friends, and by your precepts to en- 
deavor to impress on their minds the necéssity 
ef being prepared for death? 

Would noi this be more consistent with the 
injunctions of our divine Redeemer, than to be 
so extremely exact to preach at a certain time 
and place, and to a select sect and congrega- 
tion? And will not a neglect on the part of a 
minister to perform these: duties, (which hu- 
manity would enjoin if nothing else) within the 
limits of his own parish, create an excitement 
that might serve to lessen the number of his 
hearers and supporters, and in a medgure de- 
tract {rom his usefulness in society ? 


What sir would be the consequegees. if all 


your chureh should follow your example rela- 
tive to burying the dead on Sunday; (and vo" 
know they are apt to follow the exampl 
their minister if they like him,) would it no- 
be said at least that they were uncharitable 
to the living by neglecting the dead? And 
would not this have a tendency to set them 
like Ishmaelites against others, and others a- 
gainst them; and prove in the end a root of 
bitterness and trouble springing up in commu 
nity ? 

I have presumed to address this letter to 
you from good motives and no other, and 2 
shall hope you will make as frank a reply. 

I am respectfully yours, 


DAVID KNIGHT. 


A BAPTIST FALSEHOOD!! 

The following statement is a summary exposition af 
as wicked, irreligious, abominable, and dastard- 
ly a falsehood, as ever disgraced human nature! We 
have it from those on whose integrity we place the ut- 
most reliance,and give the name of the gentleman wlio 
made the statement, who is willing to assume the re- 
sponsibility. May God grantthat christianity may 
be redeemed from the unballowed abuses of its pre 
tended friends, who preach damnation to the wicked 
and issue the slande’s of the devil and satan against 
those who vencrate the name and character of Jeho- 
vab. We devoutly pray, that such defamers as Ei- 
der Calvin G. Carpenter, may be converted and re- 
newed in the spirit of the mind. Were it not for the 
unlimited mercy of God we should be almost persua- 
ded that the damnation of such men will be of a long 
continuance! “ And all liars.” &c. 


To elder Calvin G. Carpenter, Baptiss 
“serra the town of Fairfield, county of 

erkimer and state of New York. SirI have 
received the following note from a gentleman 
in your vicinity which so far concerns the pub- 
lic and your character, as to demand your im- 
mediate attention. 

“ To all whom it may concern. 

This may certify, that in May last elder C, 
G. Carpenter, on Sunday noon at Mr. David 
Chase’s in Salisbury, and in public company 
said, that the Universalists in Utica, (or its vi- 
cinity) had collected or met together and to 
show their contempt of the Bible, religion, and 
the “ Awakening” got a bible, tore it in pieces, 
stamped upon itand burned it, without quali- 
fying; his expression by saying, he heard so.” 

JOHN L. CARPENTER. 

Salisbury, July 20, 1826. 

(Zold and silver are the universal deceiv- 
ers. of mankind ; the inlets of all evils, the bane 
of life, and the destruction of all things. What 
a ‘pity then it is that mankind should set their 
affections so much upon them! It is on their 
#ccount that we hear of so many battles, rapines 
end slaughter ; it is for their sake that children 
and nts become foes ; and brothers and re~ 





lations the objects of each ethers hatred, 
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By a persen long resident ina foreign country on 
returning home. 
1 came, but’ they had passed away— 
The fair in form, the pure in mind— 
And like a stricken deer [ stray, 
Where all ure strange and none are kird : 
Kind to the worn, the wearied soul, 
That pants, that struggles for repose, 
O that my steps had reached the goal 
Where earthly sighs and sorrows close. 


Years have pass’d o’er me like a dream 
That leaves no trace on memory’s page ; 
I Jook around me and I seem 
Some relict of a former age. 
Alone, as in a stranger clime, 
Where stranger voices mock my ear, 
I mark the lagging course of time, 
Without a wish—a hope—a fear ! 


Yet I had hopes—and they have fled ; 
And I bad fears, were all too true, 
My wishes too!—but they are dead, 
And what have I with life to do? 
*Tis but to wear a weary load, 
I may not, dare not, cast away : 
To sigh for one small, still abode, 
Where I may sleep as sweet as they ;—~ 


As they, the lovliest of their race, 

Whose giassy tombs my sorrows steep : 
Whose worth my soul delights to trace— 
W hose very loss tis sweet to weep! 

To ;weep beneath the silent moon, 
With none to chide, to hear, to see: 
Life can bestow no dearer boon 
On one whom death disdains to free ! 


‘I leave the world that knows me not, 
T» hold communion with the dead ; 
And fancy consecrates the spot 
Where fancy’s softest dreams are shed. 
I see each shade all silvery white, 
I hear each spirit’s melting sigh ; 
{i turn to clasp those forms of light— 
And the pale morning shills my eye.. 


But soon the last dim morn shall rise— 
The lamp of life burns feebly now— 
When stranger hands shall close my eyes, 
And soothe my cold and dewy brow. 

Unknown I lived—so let me die, 
Nor stone vor monumental cross, 
Tell where his nameless ashes lie, 
Who sighed for gold and found it dross. 


ee 


Dr. Dwight says, “ The great army which 
God sent upon the Jews, before which the land 
was as the garden of Eden, and behind, as a 
desolate wilderness ; on account of which an 
alarm was sounded, a fast proclaimed, a solemn 
assembly sanctified ; was levied from the race 
ofthe canker worm, the catterpillar, the palmer 





worm, and the locusts. ‘These, and their com. 
peers, have in every age been the army of God 

which has humbled the pride, frustrated the 
designs, and annihilated the hopes of man. The 
Hessian fly, as I observed, is less than a gnat + 
and when settled in its usual manner on the 
ground, is commonly invisible ; being seen, 


Tonly as it rises in small clouds immediately he. 


fore your steps. It is feeble and helpless also, 
in the extreme ; defenceless against the least 
enemy, and crushed by the most delicate touch, 
Yet for many years it has taxed this Country” 
annually, more, perhaps than a million of dol. 
lars. The Hessian fly was first discovered in 
Brooklyn, opposite to New-York, 1784 In 
or near the Hessian encampment.” Vol. 3, p. 
301. 

From the above it appears, that verily there 
is a God that judgeth in the earth, It was for 
the sins of ancient Israel, they were visited 
with the famine, pestilence, sword, beasts, rep- 
tiles, and insecis ; and it was by fasting, humil- 
iation and prayer, by repentance and reforma- 
tion, that these judgments were removed from 
the land. If God is unchangeable, will he not 
visit guilty people with as sore plagues of some 
kind, either upon their flesh or spirit, in this 
age of the world? How impotent is man to 
contend with the Almighty, who has all nature 
armed with the weapons of cesiruction, to exe- 
cute his will ?—Uni. Mag. 


What Dr. Dwight observes concerning the 
Shaking Quakers seem to be true of some oth- 
er denominations. “To the people, she (Ann 
Lee) appears io have taught a doubtful rever- 
ence forthe Bible, blended with a superior ven- 
eration for her own dictates. Wherever it 
sanctioned, or was supposed to sanction, her 
own instructions, she seems to have appealed 
to it with readiness, as to conclusive: authority. 
Such is evidently the conduct of-her followers, 
but wherever it directly opposes their system, 
and conveys a meaning, which rejects every e- 
quivocal comment, they pass it by in silence. 
—_—_—_ 

The following Universalist Bocks are for sale by 
R. W. Haskins, at the Buffalo Book Store, viz + 

Balfour’s second Inquiry, being an examination 
into the Scripture doctrine concerning the 
Devil and Satan, &e. 

Rev. L. C. Todd’s works, 

Kneeland’s Greek Testament, 

do. Greek and English, 
do. English:only, 
do, Sermons, 

Universalist Magazine, 

Gospel! Herald, - 

Young on Restoration, 

Ballou’s Treatise on atonemant, 

do. Notes on the Parables, 
de. Sermons, assorted. 
Sept. 21, 1826. 
———— 
H. A. SALISBURY, PRINTER. 


Office in front of the Court House: 
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